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Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


POLITICAL CATECHISM. 


we 


Being a sketch of what might, on a matured plan, 
be taught in Schools, and also, by Heads 
of Families, to Youth and Children. 


inated 


(CONTINUED.) 


| ! AS the magiftrate as fuch any 


thing to do with religion ? 


It by religion be meant that temper and 
condu& which feeks the honor of God 
and the happinefs of man, he has nothing 
elfe todo, but to promote religion both in 
himfelt and others, within“the limits pre- 
{cribed him. 


Butts not his agency confined to fecu- 
dar concerns ? 


His agency relates to fecular concerns 
immediately, but he ought ultimately and 
chiefly to feek the eternal interefts of men 
in all his conduét. 


Will not this view of the fubje& con- 
found the province of the magiftrate, with 
that of the minifters of religion ? 

Not at al) ; to promote the beft interefts 
of men by ena€ting and executing a good 
fyftem of laws, and by providing for the 
common defence and welfare, is very dif- 
tin& from promoting the fame interefts 
by teaching the principles of religion, and 
enforcing them by the hopes and fears of 
the golpel, 





Qo 





Have the Legiflature a right to main- 
tain religion, at the public expence ? 


They have aright, and it is their duty 
to do it, if the public opinion will per- 
mit ? 

Whence does this right refult ? 

It refults from their general right to do 
whatever they may deem neceflary to pro- 
mote the common good. 


But is it prudent for them to exercife% 


this right ? 


The prudence of the meafure will de- 
pend on the exifting ftate of public o- 
pinion ; but if that will not permit, civil 
liberty cannot long be fupported. 


Why can it not be fupported ? 


Becaufe, without religion there will be 
no virtue, and virtue is the bafis of civil 
liberty. 

Is not the promife of God to fupport 
religion fufficient without human aid ? 


The promife of God will be verified ; 
but this promife involves the ufe of bu- 
man means and exertions. 


Still the queftion remains, is the pub- 
lic maintenance of religion one of thofe 
means ? 


It was a mean of fupporting religion by 
divine appointment under the ancient Jew- 
ifh Theocracy ; it has been a mean in al 
Chriftian nations fince ; and it will be a 
mean in the moft profperous ftate of the 
church of Chri on earth when kings 
fhall be its nurfing fathers and queens its 
nurfing mothers. 


Does not the principle advanced im- 
ply a right in the Legiflature to choofe 
what kind of religion to maintain ? 


1 








ui 


It does ; public opinion alone muft de- 
cide this queftion. 

Will they not, then, maintain a corrupt 
religion, where /uch a religion prevails a- 
mong the people ? 

They will ; but corrupt religion is more 
ufetul to the ftate than athei/m or totel 
irfeltgion, for all the various fyftems, 
which have prevailed in the world, agree 
in fome common principles, the belief of 
which has contributed to that order and 
peace in fociety which have exifted. 

What are thofe common principles ? 

The chief are, that there is a Supreme 
God who prefides over the univerfe ; 
that we are accountable to him for our 
condu& ; and that he will reward or pun- 
ifh us, ina future ftate, according to our 
works. A belief of thofe great princi- 
ples has been, and ever will be, the bafis 
of fociety. 

How are they the bafs of fociety ? 

By operating on our hopes and fears, 
which are the moft powertul {prings of ac- 
tion, they refrain wickednefs in a degree 
beyond our prefent conceptions ; they are 
the foundation of all judicial and office 
oaths ; without which, trials at law would 
be a farce, and inveltigation of truth ut- 
terly hopelefs ; and they are the fource of 
all that truth and confidence which exiff 
between man and man. 


Will not honeft men /peak the truth as 
witneffes, in judicial proceedings, with- 
out being under the obligations of as 
oath ? 

They will , but the more they feel the 
obligations of truth the better, and the aw. 
ful fan&ity of an oath often fupports a fee. 


ble virtue ; and it muft be remembered, 
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What remonftrances, Sir! Has then 
our government had the boldnefs to re- 
monitrate ? If fo we are very glad of it, 
but upon my word this is the firfe time I 
ever heard of it. 


*« At length the order of the King of 


“© Spain arrived, the condudt of the In- 
“© tendant was di/favowed and the right 
** of depoft entirely reflored.” 

This is another milseprefentation, e- 
qually unworthy and wicked with the for- 
mer. Has the King of Spain di pee the 

conduét of the Intendant >—When, where, 
and in what terms ? Where is oe order 
here fpoken of, and who bas feen it? At 
what period was the right of depofit entire. 
ly reftored ? reparation has been 
made for injury done ? What recompence 
for lofles fuitained ? What punifhment for 
malconduét has been infligted or awarded ? 
—None, none. 

The following obfervation, which is the 
laft we fhall extraft, does equal credit to 
his love of candor and his regard for truth : 

‘ The efforts of the federalifts to in- 
the United States in the calami- 
war, were, on this occafion, 
bold, and preferving. Their 
difappointment indicates a degree of 
od ition and. refleétion 
which 
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ttiump!: in being able to fhew that it bad 


met wiil) writin d condemnation from 
fuch diftinguithed literary clarasiers.— 
We had long been fatistied that all the 
articles under the above head were of A- 
merican manufaéture, but on that occa- 
fion we produced conclufive evidence of 
the taft from one of the numbers of the 
Magazine itlelf. It appeared that the * re. 
trof} peer” did not arrive in feafon to be 
inch uded in the number for January, 1802, 

and the editors therefore found themfelves 
compelled to make theapology, that ** The 
Retro! ipeét ot American Literature had 
been regularly tran/mitted from America 
and had, by fome accident, been detained 
on its paflage.” At that time we took 
fome pains to place this matter in an 
unanfwerable poiat of view, in hopes 
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tices of the peace. ‘The governor, no doubt, thought 
that his cope. and sensible reasoning would check 
t the tumal: lemocracy, and restrain the outrages 
of unruly jacobinism. But he was mistaken. The 
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that it might be the means of putting a 
flop to what we thought had a tendency 
to deceive the public. 

We contefs, that without vanity on our 


part, we expeéed that our paragraph | 


would have met with a pretty general re- 
publication from the federal preffes, efpe- 
cially at the eaftward ; inftead of which 
we faw no more of it, excepting that one 
of the Bofton editors deigned to fay in 
three words of his own, that fuch a de- 
teétion had been made. As it was ofa 
general nature, we did think and we {flill 
think that the article ought to have been 
tran{planted entire into the federal preffes. 
Had it been, we fhonid not now have 
witneffed this important attempt in Mr. 
Jefferfon’s editor tolput off the mifrepre- 
fentations of a New-Work detail as ‘*the 
opinion entertained/abroad of the motives 
and tenleney of the meafures of the oppo- 
nents of the admintftration”’ and as ** the 
ward of hiflory.”’ 

To prevent this impofition or a fimilar 
one from ever being ‘re,eated, we now 
feel juilified in ftating it as a fatt that we 
are very certain will not be denied by 
him, that the writer ofthe “ Retrofpeét” 
for the Monthly Magazing, is no otherthan 
a jate jearned Proleffor, bey lett his gown 
and flippers in the College-Hall to become 
our political Palinurus, i direét the af- 
tairs of the nation ; and, from his prefent 
fu we he was not fo utterly 
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as he oughito have been of this 
and {cendalous attempt in the 
| paper at Wathington to millead 
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GOVERNOR 


M:Rit 
RENE 
Some weeks since, 


M‘Kean’s addre 


sylvan) 


| we pi 


Wov ss to the \. g an ture of : Beams 


2, containmg his reasons for witholding 


i 
his | 
assent from the bill tor extending the powers of j jus- 


bill in question has passed both houses of the legis- 
lature by the constitutional majority ; and has there- 
fore become a law, nothwithstanding the dissent of 
the governor. 

«* An habitation giddy and unsure 

Hath he that buiideth on the vulgar heart. 

O thou fond many! with what loud applause 
Didst thou beat heav’n with blessing this M+Kean, 
Before he was what thou wouldst have him be! 
Aud now being trimm’d up in thine owa desires, 
Thou, beastly feecer, art to fullof him, 

That thou provok’stih 


Gov. M‘Kean was elected by a majority of 39,000. 


self to cast him up.” 


; 





EAN’ & Co. 
| 





Led io authority by such a multitude, he little sus- 
pected that his h abitation was giddy and unsure.” 


+ democrats alone, 


| correspondent, 











In the fervor of his high-blown pride, he proceeded 
with measures, of which his sober reason has long 
since, no doubt, taught him to repent. But there 
were bounds which Gov. M‘Kean felt no disposi 
tion to overleap. The judicial mstitutions of ovr 
country, he wished to preserve unsullied and unim- 
paired. The multitude, however, were determined 
toleave nothing standing which had been “ sarctized 
by experience ;” and the governor found that it was 
much more difficult to extinguish a flame, than to 
enkindle it. He found, tho’ too late, that it was 
much easier to lead the faction forward to. deeds of 
destruction, than to check their mad career- He 
found, in short, that all his efforts were insufficient 
to save the judiciary from immolation. Dut this is 
not all—The very men who were wont to extol the 
governor while he went with the current, are now 
** provoking themselves tocast him up.” The Ac- 
rora-‘man, that “ drill sergeant” of democracy—that 
speaking trumpet of sacobinism— eit « great-toe of 
the rabble,” has begun the attack, and we have no 
doubt but he will persevere uatil the governor's 
“« giddy and unsure habitation” 
ground. 


is tumbled to whe 


LOVE OF THE PECPLE. 





In the Aurora of Jan. 10, we observe an ad- 
dress to the legislature of Pennsylvania, on the stbe 
ject of reforming the judicial system of the stave, 
The writer of this address says, he “ makes no 
doubt but the governer and all the daw characters 
of the state, will prefer increasing the number of 
judges: The disposition, (continues the writer) to 
acheretoan o/d system is almost inseparable from 


those in power, on account of the security it gives 


them of continued profit and advantage.” Ah, ha! 
here is a genuine picture of modern patriotism—a 
true specimen of what the democrats call regard fur 
the pe-ple's rizhts. Mere we are told that a man 


who has been elected to office by a majority of thir- 


ty thewsand democrats, will stick to 2 certaim system 
becanse ic secures him profit and advantage. This is 
disinteresie? patri:t'sim, wiha witness. Let these 


andthey will scon shew us whae 
they mean by lowing the peomre. 





To Readers & Corresyondents. 
== 

If any sentiments should be found in the Political 

Catechism, now publishing in this paper, which do 

not exactly coincide with these of the reader, or 

which it may be supposed do net correspend> with 

should be refi 


medium, through which every person 


| those of the editor, it 


| free press is 2 


has a right to convey, in a decent manner, 


cted, that a 


his opin- 
ions to the public ; and that sentiments thus com- 
municated are open to free disenssion and scrutiny. 
Whether a/i the doctrinesadvanced by my respected 
an be fully supperted, -is not®a 
The production in view, 
is written with ability, and treats of the most im- 


question for me to decide, 
portant concerns; it is, therefore, deserving of 
attentive abies 

«“ Cato,” the impeachment of Judge Cligse, 
is cnenienay wierd vinil next week. 
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Mer. TRACY’s SPEECH, 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Friday, December 2, 18053, 


®N THE PASSAGE OF THE AMENDMENT TO, 


THE CONSTITUTION. 





[ CONTINUED. ] 





Mr. Prefident, it has often been faid by 


“the difcerning and judicious of this and 


other countries, that our conftitution, tor 
iis brevity, its comprehenfivenefs, its 
prefpicuiy, and the political fkill contain- 
ed in it, was the beft ftate paper extant. 
I believe all this, and even. more is a trib- 
ute juftly due to its merits ; and 1 am per- 
fuaded that the article which fixes a mode 
for the choice ot a chief magiftrate, ftands 
moft prominent among its excellences. 
Let us now, fir, examine and compare 
the merits of the amendment with a [pecial 
reference to this laft view we have taken 


‘ of the conflitutional provifion. 


The amendment authorizes the ele€tors 
to vote fora Prefident, and tora Vice- 
Prefident by f{pecific defignation. Is am- 
bitionin your country ? Here isa dire& 
and inviting objcét for its operations. 

Is the integrity of your ele€tors affaila- 
ble ? You place it here in the moft en- 
couraging attitude for an affauit. A fear 
of deteétion, and a fenfe of fhame, upon 
the expofure of an improper aétion, has 
been, perhaps, a better fecurity againft 
political errors or crimes, than all the mor- 
al virtues united, when the temptation has 
been attended with an impoffibility of de- 
teftion. An intrigue with an ele&tor, can 
be carried on without much danger of de- 
teftion ; but when your ele€tion is carried 
into the houfe of reprefentatives, befides 
the ordinary weight of charaéter in favor ot 
the members of that houfe, a dete€tion of 
an intriguewith a candidate is almoft cer- 
tain. It willbe recolle&ed, that at the laft 
éle€tion, two or three members held the 
choice perfeftly in their own hands. If I 
miftake not, three gentlemen, that is, a 

member trom New- Jerfey, a member from 
Vermont, and one from either Maryland, 
Delaware, or Tennefice, could have giv- 
en a Prefident to the United States. The 
ome gentlemen mentioned were a- 

ove fufpicion of bribery ; but in addition 
to this circumflance, if they had in the 
gonteft, gone over, trom improper motives 
or under the influence of bribery, a detec- 
tion was certain. 

This will remain forever, the criterion, 
as it refpeéts the relative danger of intrigue 
and bribery, in thetwo modes of choice. 
And the amendment is avowedly intended 
wo fecure a choice by ele&tors, and to pre- 








venta refort to the houfe ; becaufe fays 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Tay- 
lor,) ** It you permit the eleétion to go 
into the houle, there, are {mall flates, and 
minorities, and all the evils of a diet elec- 
tion;’’ meaning, that corruption muft be 
the confequence. But he fays, ‘* let 
there be a divided ele&tion, by the ele€tors, 
meeting by ftates feparately, and you lef- 
fen the tendency to corruption.’’ This 
may look plaufible in theory, but I think 
practice will fhow its fallacy. 

It may be better for the eleétors to meet 
by ftates, than for allto be together, but 
this can never prove that they are lefs lia- 
ble tocorruption thanthe houfe of repre- 
fentatives; which is the only point in 
queftion. 

The manner of ele@ing the Vice-Prefi- 
dent, as propofed by the amendment, rot 
only invites ambition to an unchecked op- 
eration ; but expofes us to the feleétion of 
a lefs important, and more unfit perfon, 
thanthe conititutional provifion. In ad- 
dition to his importance in the government 
arifing from his incidental fucceflion to the 
chief magiftracy, the Vice-Prefident is ex 
officio, Prefident of the Senate, and gives 


a dire&t influence, to the flate from which | 


he 1s chofen, of a third vote in this body, 
in all cafes of equal divifion, which are 
ufually the cafes of moft importance. 
fides, his influence as prefiding officer is, 
perhaps, more than equal to the right of a 
vote. It becomes therefore peculiarly im- 
portant to the {mall ftates, and to minori- 
ties, whofe fecurity refts in this body, not 
onty*that their influence in the ele€tion of 
Vice-Prefident fhould not be diminifhed ; 


but, that no meafure be adoptea, which 


may tend to beftow the office upon an un- |: 


worthy charaéter. By the propofed a- 
mendment, this character muft neceffarily 
become a fort of make-weight, and ftep- 


ping-ftone for the Prefidency.—As in re- | 


cruiting for an army, a man, a€tive, and 
ol aparticular caft of charaéter, but not 
very proper for a commander in chief, 1s 
employed to obtain recruits, and upon con- 
dition that he obtainsa given number, is 
to be rewarded witha fergeant’s warrant ; 
fo in this cafe, the man who can procure 
a given number of votes for Prefident, will 
be encouraged to hope for the Vice Prefi- 
dency ; and where will fuch charaéters be 
fought after ? In Delaware or Rhode-Ifl- 
and ? No fir, butin the great ftates ; there 


the recruiting talents will be put in opera- |} 


tion, becaule the number of recruits, or 
votes, will be fufficient to teft his a€tive 
and recruiting merits. And thus the office 
ot Vice-Prefident will be fent to market, 
with hardly a poffible chance to meet an 
honeft purchafer. 

I have already remarked upon the alter- 
ation made by the Senate, in the refolu- 
tion paifed by the houfe of reprefentatives, 
changing the number five to three. But 


Be- | 





one addition made this morning, deferves 
attention ; | mean that which authorizes 
the Vice-Prefident to adminifter the gov. 
ernment, in cafe neither the firft nor the 
fecond conftitutional ele&tors effet a 
choice otf Prefident. 

This isa new principle, and its opera- 
tion is more uncertain, than that of any 
other part of the propofed amendment. 
Viewing it in one point of light, it may be 
thought to confer a new power upon the 
Senate ; that of giving a Pefident tothe un- 
ion. And itis faid, that this part will re- 
compenfe the {mall ftates, who have the 
afcendency in the Senate, for the injury 
infliéted by the other parts of the amend. 
ment. If it be true, that the laft part ref. 
tores all which the former parts have taken 
away from us, it is inconceivable, why a- 
ny man can wilhto pafsa refolution, the 
parts of which thus mutually deftroy each 
other. It is poflible, thatby the force of 
intrigue and tation, the ele€tors may be 
induced to {catter their votes for both Pref. 
| ident and Vice-Prefident, in fuch manner, 





t to prefent feveral candidates to the 


houfe for Prefident, and two or more to 
_ the Senate tor Vice-Prefident. In which 
cafe the Senate might immediately choofe 
or fele&t a Vice-Prefident. In this ftate of 
things, there is an opportunity afforded for 
an intrigue, of a very extenfive and alarm. 
ing mature. The Senate, I mean a major. 
ity of them, might wifh that the man whom 
they had ele€ted Vice-Prefident fhou!d ad- 
minifter the government ; and ifthe houfe 
could be prevented from agreeing, their 
, wifhes would be gratified. The facility of 
_ preventng over that of producing a choice 
is very obvious. 
A bold addrefs may be made to any 
, member of the houfe, without wounding 
, his pride, or offending his morality, to ad- 
here to his candidate, and not change his 
vote fo as to effeét a choice. He can be 
_ told that there is no danger of leaving the 
United States without a Prefident, as there 
is one already chofen to his hand, by the 
Senate ; and this perfon may be more the 
obje&t of his wifhes, than any of the other 
candidates, his tavoriteexcepted. In this 
procefs the Senate may give a Prefident to 
the United States. But ifthe probability 
of fuch a procefs and fuchan event is in- 
creafed by the amendment of this morning, 
it certainly cannot greatly recommend it. 
For myfelf, I with for no alteration in the 
conflitution, not even it its operation were 
dire€tly in favor of the {mall ftates, more 
efpecially, it fucha favor isto be derived 
through a fort of double confpiracy of in- 
trigue; in the firft place to operate on the 
eleétors, and then on the houfe of repre- 
fentatives.. It feems to me, thatthe {mall 


flates had better be contented to enjoy the 
rights now fecured to them by the confti- 
tution, which they can honeffly do, rather 
than {ubmit toa deprivation of their rights, 
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for the fake of difhonefly obtaining a ref- 
toration of them. We may charitably and 
fafely conclude that the majority do not 
intend, by this part of the amendment, to 
expole the country to fuch a fcene of ini- 
quity. And the uncertainty of its opera- 
tions, alone, is, in my mind, a fufficient 
ground for rejeftion. However the ope- 
ration of this part of the ameadment may 
appear in theory, as to other points, it 
feems to me, that in one point all mufta- 
gree, and thatis, whenthe houfe of repre- 
fentatives know that the United States will 
be left without an executive magiltrate, in 
cafe they do not agree ; «this awful relpon- 
fibility, will {peak in a vioce too loud for 
the hardihood of party entirely to difre- 
gard, And may I not fuggeft, without 
giving offence, that the operation ot this 
very refponfidility, has- been proved, at 
leaft in fome degree, inthe proceedings ot 
the laft Prefidential eleétion ? 

If this laft mentioned fecurity be worth 
preferving, it tollows of courfe, that the 
part of the amendment alluded to, ought 
not to pals. 

There is another view of the conftitu- 
tion, which has a reference to the general 
fubje& betore us ; and that-is, the caution 
exhibired with refpeét to the introduétion 
of amendments. In an inftrument fo im- 
portant, and containing many features 
new, if not to the world, at leaft to our- 
felves, although we might approve of tts 
principles ; yet experience might difcover 
errors as to the mode devifed for carrying 
thofe principles into effet. Hence, tt 
was the part of wifdom and caution to pro- 
vide for fuclf alterations in praétice, as 
would give the fairefl operation to princi- 
pies, without incurring the confufion and 
agitation incidental to a general convention. 
But left the daring and reftive {pirit of in- 
novation fhould injure or deftroy, under 
the fpecious name of amendment, that 
fame wifdom and caution have provided 
falutary checks. 

“* Two thirds of both houfes of Con- 
gre/s fhall deem it neceffary” to propoie 


My impreffions are, fir, that this a- 
mendment cannot conttitutionally be pro. 
poled to the ftate legiflatures, unlefs it is 
agreed to, in the two houfes, by thofe 
numbers, twenty-three, and ninety-one, 
re{fpeftively. This is a conftitutional 
point, which, I am told, has never been 
agitated. But it is certainly worthy of at- 
tention. If the conftruétion fhould pre- 
vail, that two-thirds of the members pref- 
ent, at any time, might propofe amend- 
ments, the confequence is, that twelve 
Senators, being two-thirds of a quorum, 
and forty-eight reprefentatives, being a 
fimilar two-thirds, might propofe any, 
andthe moft important amendments. I 
am aware, fir, that it may be faid, fuch 
propofitions are not final, they may yet be 








| 


| 


amendments ; and three fourths of the , 
ftate legiflatures fhall ratity fuch amend- 


ments ; before they acquire validity. I 


{peak now, fir, of the mode which has . 


always been, and probably will he put in 
practice to obtain amendments. 
er conftitutional mode is equally guarded 


The ot - | 


as to numbers, but, as it has no relation | 


to the fubje& now in debate, may be Said 
afide. ‘* Two thirds of both houfes,”’ 
muft, I think, on every fair principle ot 
conftrué&tion, mean two-thirds of all the 
members, The number of Senators is 
thirty-four; two-thirds being twenty-three. 
And as there is no reprefentation from 
New- Jerfey, the number of reprefenta- 
tives is one hundred thirty-fix ; two-thirds 
being ninety-one 


! vention. 


| ratified or rejeéted by the ftate legiflatures. 
| But the {pirit of the conftitution feems to 
| require two-thirds of the mation aéting by 
its proper organs, to propofe amend- 
ments ; and that, in fo interefting a fub- 
jet as a conftitutional alteration, a Tefs 
number fhould have no authority. 

The letter of the conflitution will cer- 
tainly juiltity this idea of its fpirit. When 
two-thirds of the Senate are requifite to 
cor fent and advife to a treaty, the words 
are * two thirds of the Senators pre/ent.” 
To conviét on impeachment, ‘ two-thirds 
ot the members prefent.” Yeas and nays 


the «wo firft cafes it is requifire to aét im- 
mediately, whether two-thirds of the 


to the numbers present. 


Why fo? Be- 


whole number of members. Inthe laft cate 
why add the word * prefent”’ to the one 
fitth? Becaufe, without that word, one- 
fifth of the whole would have been its 
meaning. In all other cafes, when two- 
thirds are required, the {pirit of the con- 
flitution certainly is, and the words feem 
to carry the meaning, ‘* two-thirds” of 
the whole numbers. It is faid, **thata ma- 
jority of each hoy/e fhall conititute a quo- 
rum to do bufinefs.” Hou/e, muft in 
this cafe mean all the members. Two- 
thirds of both houfes muft, on the fame 
principles, mean two-thirds of all the 
members of both. There is, 1 acknowl. 
edge, fomeobfcurity, in the conftitutiona! 
ufe of the word hou/e, when either of the 
two branches of congrefs is defcribed by 
it; but if the intention, and fenfe as well 
as words are attended to, I am forcibly led 
to a belief that two-thirds of all the mem- 
bers of both houfes, are required to fanc- 
tion propofitions for amendments, and 
that this conftru€tion is moft confiflent with 
the wifdom and political fkill of the con. 
The conftruétion tor which I 








are to be entered on the journal, ** at the | 
defire of one-fitih of thole prefent.” In 


whole are prefent or not ; then we fee the | 
expreflions areclear, ** two-thirds,” refers | 


caule without thefe expreflions, the refer- | 
ence would have been underftood to the , 








contend is analogous to the caution mani- 
feft in other pats of the conftitution. 
It was well known to the convention, that 
amendments, if recommended or propofed 
by congrefs, would have an impofing in- 
fluence with the flate legiflatures ; and that 
in’ no poflible inftance, could more e- 
vil arife trom indigefted meafures, than in 
the cafe of amendments, owing to the im- 
pofhbility of clearly torefeeing their ope- 
rations and effcéts onthe general conftitu- 
tional fyftem. It was made requifite 
therefore to wait for the uninfluenced 
movement of two-thirds of the popular 
and tederative reprefentations of the na- 
tion. Whatever may be our opinion on 
the point now difcuffed, the ftate legifla- 
tures havea conflitutional right to judge of 
it tor themielves, and to determine wheth- 
er a propofition for a2 amendment is pre- 
fentedtothem, with the fanétion required, 
and if, in their opinions, the requifite 
numbers have not agreed, to the propofi. 
tion, they will guard the conflitution, by 
refufing to puts fuch amendment. My 
honorable friend trom New-Hamphhire 
(Mr. Plumer) has done fuch ample juf- 
tice to this part of the fubjeét, as to place 
it out of the reach of my affiflance and be- 
yond the need of any. 

I am convinced, Mr. Prefident, that the 
amendment: now under confideration could 
not, in the Senate, obtain a conftitutional 
majority, of two-thirds, nor even a fimple 
mejority, were it not for the influence of 
infiru€tions, Some gentlemen have in- 
genioutly faid, that until they gave this a- 
mendment the prefent particular examin- 
ation, they had not contemplated the ex- 
tent of its probable eflefis, and although 
they entertained doubts, yet they were in- 
duced by the inflru@ions given them, to 
make the propofition to the legiflatures, 
and let them decide for themfelves. 

Whatever may or can be faid in favor 
of inftruétions generally, cannot be ap- 
plicable to this cafe, For the purpofe of 
obtaining amendments to the conftitution, 
congrefs can only propofe, and the flate le- 
giflatures ratify. The duties ave appro- 

riate and diftin€t, and the uninfluenced 
independent aét of both, requifite. The 
legiflatures cannot ratify, till a propofal is 
made. This fubje& can be elucidated and 
enforced by familiar examples. The houle 
of reprefentatives alone, can originate a 
bill for raifing revenue, but it cannot be- 
come a law without a concurrence of the 
Senate, Would not the advice and in- 
ftruétion of the Senate to the houfe, in. 
timating our defire that they would orig. 
inate and fend to us for concurrence, a re- 
venue, be thought itnproper, indelicate 
and even unconftitutiona! ? The Prefident 
and the Senate can appoint certain offi. 
cers, but they have diflin@ and appropri. 
ate agencies in the appointment: ‘The 
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Prefident can nominate, but cannot ap- 
point without the advice and confent of 
the Senate ? 

But the Senate cannot nominate, nor 
could their advice to the Prefident, to 


- make a nomination, be either binding or 


proper. The charaéter of the feveral in- 
dependent branches of our government, 
forming conftitntional checks upon each 
other, cannot be exemplified more fully, 
than in the mode of producing amend- 
ments. And an interference of one in- 
dependent body, upon the appropriate and 
difltin€& duties ot another, can in no in- 
fiance have a more prejudicial effeat. Can 
it be thought then, exher proper, or con- 
ftitutiona! for the flate Jegiflatures to af- 
fume the power of inflrutting congre!s to 
propofe tothem ameafure, when the pow- 
er of propoling is not only not given to 
theni, but-given exclufively to congrefs ? 
As well and with as much propriety might 
congrefs make a law, attempting to bind 
the fate legiflatures to ratity ; as the le- 
giflatures, by infliuclions, bind congre!s 
to propoié. In either cafe the check, 
which tor obviovily wife purpofes, was 
introduced into the conftitution, is tota!l; 
deftroyed. And webave not as much fe- 
curity againft improper amendments, as 
we fhould have, if the power were exclu- 
fively vefted in the ftate legiflatures, and 
tor this obvious reafon, that in this mode 
of operation the refponfibility, for the a- 
doption of an improper amendment, is 
divided and deftroyed. Is the fentiment 
corre&t, fir, that we fhall be juflifiable in 
fending forththis propofition to be confid- 
ered by the ftate legiflutures. if we believe 
it ought not to be ratified ?> What would be 
thought of the Senate, if they fhould pals 
a bill, and fend it to the houfe of repre- 
fentatives for concurrence, the provifions 


notto be eftablifhed ? And can any found 
diflinétion be made between fuch a meaf- 


. ure, and the one now before us ? [n etih- 


er cafe, the fingle af of the other body 
would be final ; and ia either cafe the peo- 
ple at large would be fater to have but one 
body in exiftence, to legiflate, or make a- 
mendments ; for ail our agency in both 
cafes would only tend to deceive end mif- 
lead, and in addition, to diminith, if not 
deftroy, as has juft been obferved, the rei- 
ponfibility of the other body, 

It has been faid, fir, that the houfe of 
reprefentatives have twice givena fanGtion 
tothis meafure, and that their condudt, in 
this particular, adds weight to it. I with 
to treat that honorable body with the high- 
ef refpe& ; but I muft deviate from the 
truth, were Lto acknowledge that their 
condu& upon this amendment, has a ten- 
dency to convince me that they havea full 
underftanding of the fubje&. Twice have 
they fent usarefolution, fimilar in itslead- 


—— 





of whichthey diflike entirely, and withed | 


rs, be Balance, 





no provifion that the perfon to be Vice- 
Prefident, fhould be qualified for the high- 
ly refponfible office, either in age, or cit- 
izenfhip. And for aught that they had 
guarded againit, we might have had a man 
in the chief magiftracy, from Morocco, a 
foreigner, who had not been inthe coun- 
try a month. 
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Be it our weekly task, 


To note the passing tidings of the times. 
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Hudson, Fanuary 31, 1804. 
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FROM NAICHEZ, Dec. 31. 
The following letter was recetved by the 
, laft mail. 


NEW-ORLEANS, DEC. 20. 
SIR, 


I HAVE the pleafure to inform you, 
that on this dey the city of New-Orleans 
and its dependencies were amicabie fur- 
rendered to the United Statcs ; and on this 
occafion I pray you to receive my fincere 
congratulations, 


A 


Accept affurances of great refpe@, 
from your obedient fervant, 
Wa. C. C. CLAIBORNE. 
Hon. Cato West, 
Secretary Mifhjippi Territory. 











BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
WILLIAM C. C. CLAIBORNE, 
Governor of the Mififfipp: Territory, ex- 


i . . ws . ’ 
| ercifing the powers of Governor Gen- 


a, 


Louifiana. 


| latter ceded to the former the colony and 
' province of Louifiana, with the fame ex- 
tent it had at the date of the abovemention- 
ed.treaty in the hands of Spain, and that it 
had when France poffeffed it, and fuch as 
_it ought to be after the treaties {ubfequent- 


France has ceded the fame tothe United 
| States by treaty duly ratified, and bearing 
date the goth day of April, in the prefent 
year, and the poffeffion of faid colony arid 
province is now inthe United States, ac- 
_ cording to the tenor of the laft mentioned 





' 
treaty ; and whereas, the Corgrefs ot the 
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the governments of France ana Spain, the | 


ly entered into between Spain and other ' 
i flates; and whereas, the government of , 


a i yevs see eT Er. 


| ing feature tothaton your table, and made 
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WHEREAS, by flipulation between | 
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eral and Intendant of the Province of } tue 
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United States, on the grft day of O&ober, 
in the prefent year, did enaét, that until 
the expiration of the fefhon of Congrefs 
then fiting, (unlefs provifions tor the tem- 
porary government ot the faid territories 
be fooner made by Congrefs) all the milita- 
ry, civil and judicial powers exercifed by 
thethen exifling government of the fame, 
fhall be velled in fuch perfon or perfons, 
and be exercifed in fuch manner es the 
Prefident of the United Scates flail direa, 


forthe maintaining and protecting the in. 


habitantsot Louifiana in the free enjoyment 
of their liberty, property and religion ; and 
the Prefident of the United States. "ah by 
his commiffion bearing date the fame 31it 
day of Oflober, invefled me with ali the 
powers, ahd charged me withthe féveral 
duties heretofore held and exercifed by the 
Governor General and Intendent of 
province, 

I have therefore thought fit to iffue this 
my Proclamation, making known the pre- 
mifes, and to declare, that the govern. 
ment heretofore exercifed over the pro- 
vince of Louifiana, as well underthe au- 
thority of Spain as of the French repubiic, 
has ceafed, and that of the United States 
of Americais efiablifhed over the fame - 


that the inhaditants thereof will be incor- 
porated tn the union of the United S-etes, 
and admiited 2s foon as poflible according 
tothe principles of the federal conflitu- 
tion, tothe enjoyment of al!the rights, ad- 
vantages and immunities of citizens of the 
United States ; that in the meantime they 
fhal! be maintained and proteéted in the free 
enjoyment of their liberty, pri 
the religion they profefs ; that all laws and 
municipal regulations which were in exift- 
ence at the time of the ceffation of thelete 


government remain in full force, and all 
civil oficers charced with their execution, 


Or iie 


except thofe whofe powers heve been {pe- 
cia'ly invelled in.me, andevrcept alfo fuch 
offiecrs as 


have been entrujied with the 
coile€tion of the revenue, are continued 
in their lunétions, during the pleafure of 
ne governor for the time beine, or until 
ne ra bes otherwile be made. } 

And o hereby exhort and enjoin a! 
the inhabitants and other perfons within the 
faid province, to be faithful and true ir 
their allegiance to the United Siates, anc 
obedient tothe laws and authorities of th 
fame, under full aflurance that their jof 
richts will be under the guardianfhip of thi 
United States, and will be maintained fron 


all force or violence from without o 
within. 


Inieflimony of which I have hereunt 
fetmy hand. 


Given at the city New-Orlears, the 2ot 
day of December, 1803, and of th 
independence of the United States « 
America the 28th. 


Wm. C, C, CLAIBORNE. 
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tates of 


Extra from the orders of General With- 
infon, given at the Camp of the Ameri- 
can Trobps, on the left bank of the 
Miffiffippr, near the city of New-Or- 
deans, December 17, 1803. 

PAROLE COLUMBIA. ° 

THE operation before us, however 
fimple or fate, will require much felf de- 
nial and reftraint, to psp that regular- 
ity, and order, which we owe to our reou- 
tation, to the rights and fenfibiliiies of 
thofe whom we are to cherifh, and to the 
charafter of our country; the General, 
therefore, claims mofl earaefly the co-op- 
ecation of the gentlemen of his command, 
for the maintenance of an uailorm fy tem 
of rigorous favordination and difcipline, 
without which, the con! idence of govern- 


ment may be abuled, the beneficent views 
of the United Srates dete: me ual the 


honor of the whole corps indeliably fullicd. 
In the courfe of political events we be- 
hold a polifhed people, ‘itrangers to om 
manners, our laws and our language,) caft 
into our Be it our pride and our 
glory, to receive them into the great fam- 
ily of our happy y country, wi 
embraces, and by the 


and foli } fymp it! 


aris. 


> gencrous | 
pathy which are every where 
due tothe ilranyer, let us dilpel the appre- 
henfions of tne timid, banifh the fufoi- 
cions of the credulous, and confirm the 
confidence of ail, in the clemency, the 
wifdom, and the juftice of the American 
Reoublic. 

The general will a 
ous foldier, who re 
as iis brother ; 
fentiment wi in al, but fhe 
be difap pointed, he hi expel 
corps and mark with infa the 
who may refift the ir of the rich- 
eft and moft magna: tem us Emotions and 
aifections of the human heart. 

The perfons anc 4 the proverty of the in- 
habitants of eve ry rank ana every ai 
are to be held in facred refyx AL —arnd who. 
ever may dare to injure th ¢ one, or Site 
the other, will be brought to [peedy 
condign punifhment, 


: wae Fe 
nolaud the meritort- 
‘ ‘ , : . . . 
ceives the Louilianian 
and he flutters himfe:f the 
Hobe unnverf: 
trom the 
imly 


—. 
npulfi ilo 


ar 
Aisa 


The articles of war are to be read to the 
troops at mor ning para le to-morrow, 


vuld he ' 
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Certified to be conformable to the original. | 


By order of the General, 
D. WADSWORTH. 
Aid de Camp pro. tem. 
FORE SG UN. 
By an arrival at Norfolk, Englifh pa- 
pers tot he 15th November, have been re- 
ceived. Thefe fturnifh but little intellt- 


gence of importance. Every thing mate- 


ria! is contained in the foll: owing fketches : i 
Orders had been iffued in France, for |} 


all lrifh prifoners brought i into ports of th 
Re public, to be immediately fet at liberty, 


| 


e| 


\ 








| tha at Capt. 
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and every inducement held out to them to 
enter the fervice: 

It was reported that the French govern- 
meat had ordered feveral thoufand red u- 
niforms to be fent to the troops deftined 
for the invefion of Enpiand, to occafion 
confufion if a landing fhould be effeéed. 

It was reportedin London on the 14th 
Nov. that the Breft fleet -had put to fea ; 
but the report proved erroneous. 





DEAL, NOY. 14. 

Extraét of aletter.—-Another and im- 
mediate bombardment of fuch of the ene- 
my’s ports as have any gun-boats colleéted 
in them, or in a ftate "of preparation, is 
now determined on.—Boulogne is faid 
to be the principal objeét of attack. The 
Leopard, of 50 guns, captain Morris, 
who is appointed commodore of the firit 
fquadron, to be employed, is juft now in 
fight, with the Ambufcade frigate, and ma- 
king forthe Downs. I have talked with 
an officer belonging to the Leopard, who 
waites her arrival here, and he has to!d me 
Morris, previous to the failing 
of | ibis thip trom the Nore, fummoned all 
hands on ‘dec! k, and in the molt imprefiive 
and ani nating y Me rms defcribed tothem the 
importance and difficulties of the expedi- 
tion in which they were about to he em- 
pioyed ; he concluded with exprefiing bis 
reliance on their fteadinefs and valour.— 
This reliance the crew juflified by a 
piompt acd unanimous acclamation o! 
their rea ienais to meet every poflible dan 
eer ina caufe fo glorious. It is under- 
ftood that this attack wiil be far more fe. 
rious than any that have preceded tt. It 
ars that in the former bombardmenis 
our thips have fired at too great.a d iftance 
from the French coaft materially to in- 
jure their harbour, fhipping, or towns. 
In order, therefore, to do more execution 
in this inftance, our cru:zers are to fland 
clofer in fhore, which of courte will ex- 
pom themto rei annoyance of the ene my’s 
e which mui ft give 
xiety toevery Briton who 
folicitous’ for the prefervation of the 
ives of his countrymen, but no one who 
juftly appreciates their gallantry can feel a- 
ny tear as to the ultimate iffue of the con- 
ret. The obje&t is certainly of fuch im- 
portance as to be worthy of great rifks, if 
nor of great facrifice 

Thirty- tranfports 
Downs vefterdav, and th 
for Portfmouth, there, as 
to take in troops for Portugal. 
tranfports are hourly expected. 

There was areport of an alarm at Do- 
ver, Jaft might. All the yeomanry and 
regulars were uncer arms in confequence 
of fome French floops being perceived 
comin out of Boulogne harbour yefler- 
day eve They made for Calais, and 
were inérrupted "by our eruizers. 
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APL oonenburgh, on the 24th inst. Mrs. Diwam 
Buyxer, wife of Mr. Timothy Bunker, aged 44 
years. 
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Gentlemen in this vicinity, who feel difs 
' pofed to patronize this grand national work, 
have now an opportuni ty—t he {ubferiber 
being authorized to receive fubfcriptions. 
Chole who wih to be polle fled of this in- 
valuable hiftory, will do well to make ear- 
ly api slication, asthe firft volume is now 
in the prefs, and wd fubfription will bere 
ceived sher. the pub Jication of this volume. 
Theterms of fobfeription may be feen in 
the Balance Adverti fe ‘r, or at the office ot 


HARRY CROSWELL. 


Jan, 24th, 1804. 


EL 


TERMS 5 OF THE |] Z3ALANCE, 
FOR iS04 
To City Subscribers, Two Dollars and Fifty 


Cents, payable quarterly. 
To thoce who receive them by mail, Two Dol- 


lars, payable in advance. 


To take their papers at the office, im 
bundles, or otherwise, a deduction from the City 


those who 


price will be made. 


vv 


A handsome Title Page and Table of Contents 


will accompany the last number of the volume. 


Advertisements insertec in a handsome and con- 
spicuous manner, in the Advertiser which accompa. 
nies the Balance. 
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The first and second Volumes of the Balance, 


may be had on th — 


e following terms 
First Volume—unbound— - GQ 
Second Volume, - - 


Both Volumes, 7 . 


If bound, the price of binding (either plain or el- 


egant) will be added.— An onbound volume may be 








| sent to any post-office in the state ff 


1 age; or tu any 


for 52 cents post- 
y post-office in the union fer 78 cents. 
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NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESSES REVIEWED. 





Conne@icut Courant. ° 
CONCLUDED. 








If the beginning of the following passage will | 
Please the wit, the close of it, will animate the | 
patriot. The first will shew the folly, and the last | 
the villainy of Virginian policy. Speaking of the | 
Excecutive— 


Beneath his kind, and fostering hand, 

What blessings overwhelm the land. 

Our debt is paid with so much vigour, 

*Tis grown about a quarter bigger ; 

Salaries, which were so high before, 

Haye hoisted-‘mp a quarter more ; 

The taxes too are done away, 
And Labour's mouth has nought to pay ; 
Loaf Sugar free from duty passes, 

And Jersey people drink molasses. 

What stupid Federalist shall dare, 

Wolcott with Gallatin compare ? 

Roll'd on his tongue, our language mends, 
He holds finance at finger’s ends ; 

And while his former Whiskey neighbours, 
Reap the rich harvest of his labours, 

Pour down dog.cheap the enlivening rill, 

All hot, and luscious from the still ; 
Yet still our patriot merchants pay, 

And save our Treasury from decay. 

This is the true Virginian plan, 

Built on the equal rights of man— 

* That Commerce should the burthens bear, 

«¢ ‘And Labeur’s mouth be free as air” — 

For where dees commerce spread her sails, 
Where brave the storms, or court the gales ? 
Along Virginia’s sullen shore, 

Scarce floats a barque, or strikes an oar, 

No hardy seaman mounts the mast, 

Nor whistles at the approaching blast. 

But, Eastward turn the aching eye— 

What fairy scenes before us lie ?— 

‘There commerce spreads unnumber’d sails, 
There braves the storms, and courts the gales, 
Vast fleets Old Ocean's bosom ride, 

And wealth flows in with every tide. 

Hence springs that firm resistless power, ' 
Which meets unmov'd the threatening hour, 
That spirit which no fears controui, 

That fre which warms the freeborn soul. 


Some of the satellites that revolve round the pre- 
gident, are thus described :-— 


Nor stands the Genevere alone,— 
A chosen club surround the throne. 
The Farmer can his goose-quill draw, 








On politics as well as law ; 





Vor. If. 
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Dearborne performs his duty well, 
Except when call’d upon to spell ; 
And when depriv’d of every shift 

Paine takes a sling, and gives a lift. 
For tho’, when sober, Tom is dull, 
Stupid, and filthy as a gull, 

Yet give him brandy, and the elf, 

Will talk all night about bimself ; 

And whilst his patron stands amaz'd, 
Waiting to hear himself beprais'd, 

The drunken sot does nought but cry, 
And sing, and write, of Mr, I. 

Such skill have Granger's projects shew'd, 
O’er those which Habersham pursued, 
So nicely does his compass traverse, 

If shifting men for faithful service,” 
That ere two years have run their race, 
By travelling nights, as well as days, 
The Income’s risen thro’ Hoddies dirty, 
From Eighty Thousand, down to Toirty. 


‘«« Our philosophic chief” is thus complimented 
on his Louisiana land-speculation :-— 


But let us trace this mighty mind, 
Form’d to amaze, and bless mankind—~ 
See him commence Land-Specuiator, 
Aad buy up half the realm of nature, 
Towns, cities, Indsans, Spaniards, ‘ prairies,’ 
Salt-petre vats, and buffaloe daines, 
Marvests all ripen’d for the sickle, 

And salt enough the world to pickle— 
Salt, which in rain and shine has stood, 
From Adam’s fall thro’ Noah’s flood, 
And yet enough remains behind, 

To cure the pork of ali mankind. 

Here too we find a soil so deep, 

Wool grows on stumps as well as sheep ; 
Ard shrubs and trees, if e’er they grew, 
Have lost their foothold, and slump’d thro’ ; 
And men dare not, so soft’s the road, 
Without their snow-shoes walk abroad. 
At random here the Mammoth browses, 
As large as common meeting-houses, 
Snakes reach the size of saw-mill logs, 
And rats and mice as large as dogs, 
Musquetoes weigh as much as cruws, 
And man to such a giant grows, 

So long, so wide, that at a meal, 

He’ll eat a loin of Mammoth veal. 


The friend of his country, and the lover of good 
poetry, will feel the full force of the following 
lines :— 

The * Sovereign People,’ who compose, 

The friends of freedom, or its foes ? 
Are those who march’d in dread array, 
To meet proud Britain in the affray,— 
Who (when War’s ensigns, wide unfurl’d, 
Spread tumult through the western world) 
Seiz'd the rude musket, sword, and shield, 
And throng’d by thousands to the field ; 
That tittle remnant which remains 
From Bunker's heights, and York-Town’s 
plains,— 
A glorious few, whose forms still bear, 
The fearless front, the victor’s scar,— 
Bright trophies in hard conflict won, 
When led by Fame’s Inmortau Som! 








Genie _— i 


Or are the owners of the soil, 

Proud of the spot on which they toil, 
Attach’d by habit, and by birth, 

To freedom, government, and worth— 
Are these the men whose voice is heard, 
Whose wishes, or whose will rever'd ? 
Far other powers these States obey, 

A different sovereign holds the sway. 


We wonld proceed, but inthe state of New. 
York, the truth cannot be given in ewsdence! We 
hasten to the concluding lines of the poeem— 


Where are New-England’s hardy sons ? 
How slow their ancient spint runs ? 
Can they stand cold, and tamely by, 
And see in dust their country lie ? 
To independence they were bred, 
For Freedom oft they fought and bled, 
And shall the prize be basely lost, 
Which so much blood and treasure cost! 
Forbid it shame—Then e’er too late, 
Ward off the dark impending fate. 
That party which now holds the helm, 
W ill ruin, or will rule the realm, 
Go backward, all their footsteps trace, 
Mark every winding of their race, 
_ Their measures to one purpose tend, 
All to one favourite object bend. 
Arm’d at all points they scour the field, 
Our Union ties already yield, 
Our Constitution's strength is gone, 
Its pride, its Justice overthrown, 
Lo, now, the servile Band engage, 
With party fire, and maddening rage, 
To force our freeborn souls to obey, 
And bow beneath a despot’s sway, 
To fix their Man, thro’ noise and strife, 
Our Kino or PresipENT FOR LIFE! 
In one vast vortex sink the fates, 
And freedom of the Northern States, 
Place in Virginia’s hands the reins, 
And bind our Sovereignty in chains. 
What pal:y numbs the public hand, 
What madness overspreads the laud! 
To Gallia turn the searching eye, 
See millions there in bondage lie, 
In adamantine fetters bound, 
Oppress’d, and trodden to the ground. 
See Switzerland in ruin spread, 
See Holland number'd with the dead, 
Half Europe kiss the iron rod, 
And trembie at a Russian’s nel. 
Here let us pore on Freedom's tomb, 
Here read our own approaching doom=-- 
That doom from Anarchy which springs, 
More dreadful than the worst of kings, — 
And from example, learn to save 
The birthright which our FATHERS gave=s 
Laws equal, mild, and just, and pure, 
Freepom from anarchy secure, 
Firesipes where heaverily,bliss has flow’d, 


And ALTARS consecrate to Gop. 
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